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Army
Salvation

WHY WOULD 67-YEAR-OLD BOBBY ROSS
LEAVE A LIFE OF LEISURE TO TAKE OVER
THE WORST TEAM IN COLLEGE FOOTBALLY

BY JOHN ED BERADLEY

i iy Peter Gregoire

he John Deere riding mower and the 3': acres
weren't enough. Driving cancer patients to the hospital
wasn't enough, and delivering meals to the elderly was-
n't either. He served on boards at both his old high school
and his old college. Not enough. He lifted weights, used a tread-
mill and ran loops around a track. He went to church and went to
the post office and went to the bank and went to the drugstore.
He went wherever his wife, Alice, asked him to go, with the ex-
ception of the supermarket. He let her shop for groceries. Other-
wise, honey-do’s were his specialty: “Honey, do this. Honey, do that”
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Tiobby Ross might've been retired from coaching, but be was
busy, He made sure to keep his days full and to end them a
5 pum., the way they ended for most people with jobs. Oh, and
he resd books,

Omee he even rend a book during the daytime. The Romes
have been n couwple since they were in high schoal, and for
Bobby 1o sit in A chair and read a book during the dayiight
lirars well, Alice stood there speechbess, ber mouth open in
a prerfiect circle,

By thwen two years had passed since Toss lend |'l.'.‘-||."."|l.'l.1 as ooach
af the Detrolt Lions and walked wway froda o carees that includ-
e & share of the national championship, at Geongia Tech in 15490,
and a Super Bowl appearance, with the San Dvego Chargers in

af it he went on, “hecanees [ am eld, and they're not going o be
inrerested. Bt what do you think®™
And that is how 1t sared,

OT MUCH more than o year later, in December 2003,
Ross abandoned his retited life in Leximgton, Va., and
landed at the LS. Military Academy ot West Poant, MUY,
s conch of perhaps the weakest program in Divisien -4 oothall.
Last year Army went 0-13, the worst single-season recond in
major college foothall history. The Black Knights have last 24
of their last 25 games, In recent years they have also been dom-
innted by the ather serviee academies, bosing 14 of their Inst 15
games with Air Foree and fyve of their last seven with Navy, The

FOR YOUNGER COACHES, WEST POINT IS WHERE YOU
GO TO SEND YOUR CAREER SCREECHING INTO REVERSE

1995. He left mine games 0o the
2N} seasnon—when the Lions were &
respectable 5-4—witheut holding a
press conferenee o explain whit Spec-
ulation had him suffering [rom
burnount, but in fact he wosn't well
|_||'|:.'5i-,-u'|'!.. Boss, then 63, made no
mention of his healih in the an-
nouncement he issued through the
ream's por. department, but for
months ke kad been suffering from
bhood clats in his right leg, one above
the lenee, another befow it Clots had
contributed to his father's death in
1006, and Ross worrted thar they
might hasten his.

“Keep your taes o your iwae] his
doctor imstrucied haom

“Toes to my nose?™ Ross ashed,
“How am | supposed to dio that and
coach & foathall team?

Over time & Tegimen of hlood-
thinning medication dissolved the
clots, and Koss hegan to wonder if
be'd Bowed out toa seon. He still had
energy, God kKrows, and the game
hadn't changed that much sinee he'd
le=f. “It's & shanse you're not 10 or 20
years vounges” Albse told him, “because you still have o0 moch
M b e

Whenever samebady asked him if he missed football, Ross m-
varnhly andwered, “1 miss competing”

Competzng with whom? Compenng for whar

“Tust compeding," sabd Rogs

“What o you think if 1 beak ko 09" he asked Alice not long
afver she canght him reading that book during the daytime, He
didn’t hawe to tell her what @fwas, =1 don’ chink muech will come

s SIPUNTE

COMPANY, HALT The Black Knaghts hasdly ram the
foatball lase season and got nowhare when they did,

Ione coach to hove had a winning
percentages over S0 il West Podnt
in the Inst 30 vears, Jim Young. in-
ished his eight-year run there in
1900, Though Youngs percentage
was onby S66, he's revered today by
Army fans who regard his sax win-
ning seasons and three bowl ap-
pearances as proof that the Black
Knighes can still compets with the
nation's Wy programs

Army had three coaches berween
Young and Ross, and their winning
percentages were (445, 125 and
D00, The lass of them, Johi B wm-
ford, served ns interim coach for
spwen games |lase season, afver the
academy fired Todd Berry dagt Uato-
bier. “1f you crach, you eoach te win,
first and foremost,” says Mumiord.
“and o be part of an insotuticn with
& history as storied ns this ones - ..
well, when vou're in the Army there
ig o second place, So if's very dis-
heartening what we've gone through
here. Mo, ierribde might be a bester
word 0 deser{be if”

T a weteran coach like Ross,
who's old enough to remember when Aemy was the best focthal]
schaol in the couniry, the job comes wrapped Lo the stars and
stripes, I represents a chanee to serve your country. But v a
younger generation of conches, West Paing is where you go when
you have an urge w send vour career seresching I6M0 reverse
The academy’s high academic standards prevent coaches from
recrifting many wp high school players, ond the players who get

in nre obligated w spend five years in the Army after they grad-

uate. Abaut holf of the players approached by the conches re-
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ject the school becapse they don't want a future in the militury.

The war in Irag has eost Army a few potential recruits as
well, “Maoybe two percent of those | contact bring up the war,”
savs oifensive coordinamr Kevin Koss, Bobby's san. “To those
kids [ =ay, Al right, thea, Good luck” | don't waste any fime
on them. You can’t talk those kids into coming here, you
know? And then T put the phane down and say, "Thank you
very much, Somebody else will defend the blanket of freedom
vou're sleeping under tonight. Doa't worry about it We'll mke
enre of it for youl! ™

Alir Force nnd Mavy face similar problems in recruiting, bat other
factors have contributed to thedr success agalnst Aoy, Air Foree,
i member of the Mountain West Conference, wins games because

HEn 'I'r-[ul_:lh;_l.' winners, and celehntied traveled up thie Hudson Kiver
from Mew York City to attend home games, adding more glam-
pur 108 place slresdy dripping with it The Rosa family had s gos-
samesr-thin connection to the acndemy. When Bobby's father was
it high schood, he won an appointment to West Point. To a child
af the wurkjng rlass there were few grenter b=, but Leonard
Aloysius (Bus) Koss was foroed to decline the opportunity, what
with his famlly nesding him to work.

Bobty would have the military education that his father was
denied. He attended Richmond's Benedictine High, an all-make
military schisal run by Benedictine fathers, and then he enrolled
ot Virginin Military Institute in Lexinggon, Two of his three sons
winild grodisate fram mdliary academies—Chris, o s leuiennnt

WHEN SOMEBODY ASKED HIM IF HE MISSED FOOTBALL,
ROSS INVARIABLY ANSWERED, “I MISS COMPETING”

it has hind n fine, inAovative coach in
Fizsher DeBerry for the past 21 years.
Adr Foree and Nawvy are also mone at-
[ractive o iCenage prospects whis
Erew up on movies and video gumes
thian |_;]|;|;|1:.-|'.-1'i;.:.|;' the bives of jet-tighter
pilots and miake the Army's work look
far less appealing by comparison,
Mavy has struggled on the field al-
mosl as much as Armiy in recent
yeurs, but as an independent it has
the freedam 1o schedule weaker op
ponents, Army’s Comferenos T5A af-
filiation, an the ather lhand, prevents
it from padding its schedule with
condfidence-builders. Each ssson the
Black Knights are locked bnto eight
conderence gnases, phas Adr Foree and
Mawy, leaving them only one wesl o
schedule n pushover, Army il e
Conference TSA pier this ssagon,
which should heip the school find
more wins, “I den't know of any res-
son why we can't be a top 25 team,”
savs Mumiford, “even with the things
we have 1o overcome”

“18 takes a special person 1o come

}:

ROWER Rass has run the show at (cockwise fram tap
left) Maryland, Geongla Tech, San Diego and Detroit,

erlonel in the Afr Foree, from the Air
Foree Academy; and Kevin, a former
Maring, from the Mowul Academy—and
one of Bobin's tea duughlurs wortld
MATTY An Annapolis p’aﬂuﬂlﬂ. Hr.'ll.'lb}"‘i
familiarity with military schools makoes
him especially qualified for the Armay
job, And while some civilian schaols
might've been turned off by his age,
the academy wanted an experienced
Drvigien -4 head coach who'd had suc-
cest rebiflding troubled programs,
Army alse wanted someone who un-
derstood the special challenges faced
by cuclets who coukdn't abways pat foot-
bl firse.

“lt isn’t goeng to be easy;” suys Alice,
“urt when vou're with Bablbsy, vou'd re-
ally mther be the underdog, because
that's when he's at his best. [ doubt
theee's n conch in the country who's
won more games that he's been picked
1o lose tham Bobby bas.”

Last year, after the acodemy dis-
missed Berry, it offered the job 1o
Frank Solich, the former Nebraskn
coach Solich turned it down, Next on
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here.” says Connor Crehan, & funior
reserve qunrethack from Plainfield, 5], "We might not get the wp
players in the countey, but thats no excuse, We still get players

who nre good enough w win ball games”
' mond, he listened o Army games on the radie and fod-
I the team in the paper. The Black Enights were then
i foothall power and o symbol of the strength of the ULS, armed
forces, They won national champdonships and produced Heis

ORBY ROSS was born in 1935, and as he grew up in Rich-

the schisal's list was Koss, who says he
didn't mind being second choles., “I've neyver bogn first for any
Jobs 1 ever got,” he says, “That's ego, anyway, and [ don't let oo
enter e it [ felt ke, Loak, vou ko whis Lam. I pou want me,
you want me. If vou dor't, you don't”

In other words, Ross didn't want to suffer through a long in
terview prooess that woubd force him o do anything &s unseem
by as boast about his carcer, Before being approached by Army,
he bnd traveled oo Durbom, 8.0, snd been intesvdewed for the
head job at Duke, but the school ultimately gave 1t B & youmnger
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man, 40-year-old Ted Roofl, who bad performed well that seazon
as the Blue Deevils” interim coach. Boss hnd wanied the [make joh,
and he retumed home disappointed and convinesd that his age
would keep him unempdopel. “Thot's the end of it he okl Alice,
“It's ower with, U'm getting the message”

By the tme Anmy's athletic director, Rick Greenspan, tebephoned
hlm last Movember, Ross had decided to stick to his life of honey-
do's and mowing the lown. Greenspan asked him towatch Army's
gure with Moy on TV, Immediately after the Black Knighss' 34-6
loss, the ADY called Ross back and invited him mo iy up w
West Point for o visit. “Alice really needs o get me sut of the
hinese” Ross told Greenspan when he arrived.

A short time later he told Greenspan abour his fatber's ap-

Fayereville, N.C. “We knew he'dl eome out of retitement, and the
gye om the team were wondering about his reasans for WANTingE
to conch again”

“Cosch answered in his gypically humble fashion” VY
Greenspan, who atnended the meeting, [Last week Greenspan
left West Pofnt we become athletic director at Indiana) “He said
le'd been araumd the gnme o long time and had a reasopable un-
|ln‘:|=-1.u.||.d1|:|!.: al the mulitnry, "You may not know this] he said, ‘b
I coached i the NFL and in college, and | had some success, asd
we were pble o win g championship and go to the Seper Bawl”
It was a barrly protracted answer because Bobby was suiimiare-
ing 440 years of coaching experience. But through {1 all he was
very matter-of-fact, and you could see the guys staring o come

ALICE WAS THE PRETTIEST GIRL BOBBY HAD EVER
SEEN—REALLY, THE ONLY GIRL HE'D EVER SEEN

peotvrmienn i West Poaik. =T could el
Bably felt ke he should be here, like
hie was Hviag a bit for his dod,” says
Lrreenspan. “That's kind of how this
place touches people, You feel like
you're contributing to o bigger mis-
gion, As n foothall coach vou have
your job, but you're alsa involved in
something much more meaningful,
Babby understands thar focthall is in-
tertwined with the military and thay
there are comman characteristies ba-
tween a foothall aquad and a platson:
teamwork, overcoming adversiey,
dealing with Injury. Maybe some of
that i= lost on vouig coaches. This is
part of what makes it 20 poetic thas
Babby's Isene mow”

Greenspan offered him the job,
afd Boss gaid he needed 24 hours
to mill over the decisinn with his
wife. Alice didn't hesitate to tell him
what she thowght, *1 let him know
it was his parrintic duty to coach thar
team,” she says, “1 foel sorry for the
soldiers over in Irag and Afghanisian
who have to keep hearing that the
Aarmy foothall veam lost another
gume, That has to be demoraliving, and it has m stop.”

At his first meeting witl the Avoy ployers, Boss detailed his ex-
pectations and his plans for the future, The players were gathered
in n becmare hall, scanesed i the sents. “First of all, we are going mw
win,” Ross sald 1o begin his presentation, When be finished, some
A0 mdnues later, he agked if there wers any questiona, Linehacker
Greg Washington stood op and said he had four questions, the
first eting why Ross thoneghe he was the dght man foe the job,

1 just wanted to test him,” savs Washingron, & senior from

52 RFODETSE ILLUSTHRATED

WOHATH THE WAIT High school swoathearts Alice
and Bobiby ocauld nat marmy unidll he finishad at WML,

up off their seats. Their expressions
changed, It was like, Holy smokes!
Tivts gy knowes wivad he'’s dolng.

“When Bobby finished he mirned
o Greg and said, o oy, but whiat
were wur ther guestions?'

“Greg said, “Thar's pood enough,
Coach, Thanks Then he sat back
o™

Ross intervicwed the coaches on
Beiry's awalf and decided o keep thres
af then, ineludimg Mumford, wham
he retarned as defensive coordimator
In has 90-minute meeting with Mum-
ford, Ross askedl, What's been WM
heret Why hasn't it worked?

There are things vou'll face ar West
Point that yoo never think ahout ara
civilian school, Mumford told him

Like what? asked Huoss,

Sleep deprivation, sabd Mumford.

“An Army player's day s g0 full
thar every minute that's his own i
preciows.” Mumbond sayvs novwe, “When
Vird can gel him an extra hour of
sleep, I1's like an extra five for any-
boudy else”™ On Friday aftermoons be

fore home games Mumford gave the
players three [ree bours o take naps in their rooms at s local
hogel. “You'd have lIL-:lu;_J;ll.L I'd given them o million dodlars,” he
SHYE, ']'||1.':.' k.q.'|1l thanking me, Players at ather schocls might
suffer from sleep deprivation, but it’s mare likely for reasons
ather than ssudying”

Another problem was keeping plavers” weight up. As Mumn ford
explaing, “The summer before their freshman vear, players go
through cudet basic training, and the summer after their fresh-
min year they go through eadet feld mraining, We see major Ouc-
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rustions in weight then, | might have a 260-peund defensive lne-
mamn comse in &= a freshmian, and by the time he reports in Auges
he's down to 2407

Winmford ticks off other things that have kept Army (rein sin-
ning: Under Berry the offense was budle around the passing game,
but the Black Enighrs eouldn't move the football or keep from
turning it over. The defense had o spend too muech time on the
fiedd, somerinees as many a8 90 plays o game. Most teams try to
kisep thear number below 70, By the time the thind quarter ended,
the defense was exhousted, vet it could oot rest, Army manked
last in the mation in rushing in 2003, nvernging only 63.5 vards
PET Fimi.

e day this summer the Rosses had 8 team meal catered at

senlor defensive end from Atlanta. *T remember he said he ance
conched o great quarterhack at Maryland, and the guy had a dif-
ferent kind of name. He said it wos Boomer. And we're all going,
Boamet? Boomer Esirsont s fanny the way Coach does”™

Army's sports information deparoment considered plastering
Ross's likeness om the cover of its 2004 foothall media guide, bus
Ross sht dewn the idea, His image evermually did make b ongo the
cover, but ondy as part of & montage that emphasized veteran play-
ers. Rinss alsn nived sugpestions of bullding o sessomn-teloet sales
camipaign areund him.

“Ihad doesn't preach humility, be just lives it says Kevin Ross,
“Don’t get me wrong: He's definitely i charge. He's the boss, Bus
he doesn't pur himsell on a pedesial. He's demanding, and he's

AN ARMY COACH FACES THINGS YOU NEVER THINK
ABOUT AT CIVILIAN SCHOOLS, LIKE SLEEP DEPRIVATION

their stately redbrick house actozs
L=k Reservoir from the football se-
dinm, The hose was designed by leg-
edary Army coach Earl (Red) Blok,
whiose fenure af West Print ran from
R RN E|.||.1.l|..'#_|| 158 and mcluded n 32-
[LHER LD 25
straight wins. Only abowt 30 players
were enrmlled in the summer session,
aid they showed wp e':ruu'ring io And
trophies, game balls and other mem-
arabilin from Ross's career Pr:_:mi-
nantly displayed in the first-floor liv-
ing areq. Instead they found photes
af Alice nnd Babby with their five elall-
dren and 15 grandchildren. Players
had 10 descend 1o the basement den
o see that Ross had a life vutssde his
family. There they found coach-of-
the-vear awards for his work bagh in
college and the NFL. They found
framed copdes of sauverir programs
far college bowl games and profes
sional championship games, They
{oumnd framed phatos of Ross with his
coiiching stafte at The Citadel, Mary-
lnnad and Georgia Tech, Many of his
a=sistants i the old pictures had gone
an to aufstanding carcers as head coaches: Maryland's Ralph
Friedgen, Virginia Tech's Frank Beamer, Central Florida's Geonge
O'Leary. The players also found & framed copy of o Washington
Post sory daved Mow. 11, 1984, with the headline Do By 31,
MI, STUNS MLAMI 42=40, Koss was eaach of the Termpins that
day, when they staged the biggest come-fram-behind wicory in T
vishom [-A football hisoory.

“Hee's had this amazing career, but he doesn’t brag about what
he's dionie aF about the plavers he's conched,” says Will Sullivan, a

unbeaten sirenk with

24 APORTS ILLUSTRATED

GLORY DAYS Army was a worthy cover stary
undar coaches Blaik (rop left) and Paul Dietzed

towgrh, and you know you're account-
able and have w get it doge. But i
reever ahaut him."

055" OFFICE in Atmy's
new Kimsey Athletic Center
loiaks down om the south end

pomne af Bl-venr-old Michie Stndium,
Oecasinnally he stands ot the window
und studies the old groy arena, and
there is that rare day when be recalls
the first rime he ever saw the place,
It was 1954, and Ross, a sophomore
at VMI, was & two-way player, at
quarterback and =afery, “1 gave up a
tokchdown right over there,” he be-
gins, pointing to the spor. “Well, |
never saw the play, so 1 don'’t know i
thiar’s wherne i happened. Unidl | came
up last semeon after the Mavy gume,
that was the only time ['d ener been
o West Pomnt

Somebody raps on the door and
brings in lunch: a ham-and-cheess
sandwich and a bottle of orange
Fatornde, “What [ remember)”
contimues, “is we staved over at the
Bear Mountnin Inn. [ remember it

Feise

being a bewutiful day, | remember little of the plaving except that

their linemen were s0 tll, and they wene getting downfield, and
I had the hardest ime fAnding the foothall Thiar sticks in my mind
muore than anything else, how these big, tall linemsen kept coming
at ps, In 1956 [the Biack Knights] were still a national power,
They beat ws—1 remember that too”

Hanging on the wall next wo his office door are photas of his
father &= a player, In one, Bus poses as f prepared 1o bre off the
ball; in the other he throws a body Bock. The pictsres, taken m the
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earty 1930, show him os o menmber of the Blehmond Blues, s
team made wp of members of his Muttonal Guord e, Bus, unable
to accept his Wesst Point appentment, never went io ollege and
instend found a job s & fresght clerk for the G0 Radlroad.

“We ived inm n linke bungnbow house ina woagh netghbochood”
Bobby is saving. “After work my dad would get me in this alleyway
between our house and the hoese next doar, and be'd make me
tackle these bigger kids from the neighbochoud, They wese four or
five years alder than 1 was, but he'ld send them at me and I'd have
o wackle them:?”

Even when Bobby wos preparing the Chargers for the Super
Bowl, Bus, then 91, was quick o offer conching advice. Boblby
called him on Sanardsys, and he could best the roar of teledsed

They dated through his years at VML Military schoals forbid
cadets to get married untl afrer gradustion, so Bobby and Alice
had o wait. His senior year, he interviewed for any member of
Jubs—with banks, with the telephone company in West Virginia,
with Burlington Industries down in Nerth Caroling—but noth-
i felr rght, including a career in the Army,. His and Alice’s wed-
ding was scheduled for the weel after bhe got out of sehool, and
that wias the anly thing he knew with certainty about his future,
“Thin my colbege cosch called me and said Benedictine might be
inerested in having me become their head football copch,” sayvs
Raoss. “Ir was a shock to me. [ was 22 years old, bur they wanped
ime 1o e back”

He received a reserve comumission in the Army and returned

TWO OF BOBBY'S SONS WENT TO MILITARY ACADEMIES,
AND A DAUGHTER MARRIED AN ANNAPOLIS GRADUATE

college gunes in the background, the
volume tuened way up. “Baolbby, you
make sure those ends box them inS
Bus shouted at him on the phone.
“Hox em in, Bobby, You lear ne? Box
‘'m ins

When Bobby was 16, be landed (o
the men's ward of o Richmond lsospi-
tal, the Retreat for the Sick, alter hav-
ing his appendix removed. He'd been
too busy playing sports and deliver-
ing papers o bother with girls, and
hesides, he was oo tmid bl at 0
girl long encugh to lgure out if she
wns wirth his interest. Bot during his
recovery he met the prethest girl he'd
ever seen in his life—renlly, the orly
g_'il'l he'd ever seen, Her name was
Alice Bucker (pronounced booker), and
shie was o 15-year-old stodent at
5t Gertrisde High, Benedictine’s sis-
ter school. Alice was in a spacial train-
ing program for young women who
aspired o careers in nursing,

1 sent Bobby an invitation to my
Lath-birthday party, and he was the
only ane who answered,” she recalls.
1 was almost afraid ©o open his leter
because 1 was afraid be had written o say he wasn't coming.
Bur he said he was coming. Bobby was just always so shy, The
girks would ask mie if he'd kissed me, and T always said no, and
they would el the guys. I went on and on, Por months! The
guys kept wrack of how many dates we'd had without Bobby kiss-
ing me. They put it ap on a board [at Benedicrine]., Finalky he
Kieged me. and [ wld the girls, and they wld the guvs. And when
Boblby walked into school sverybody was cheering and ap-
plasding. Bobby Hoss had kissed me ar lase”™

FULL SERVICE Babby's son Kevin, a Mavy gratuate
and former Manine, is Army's offersive coondinaior,

with Alice v Bichmond, That year
nt Benedictine be finished a miser-
able 1-4, but mther than discourage
him, the experience convinced him
that he'd found his place in the
world. Fle wanted o coach, and he
wnnted to win. Bess, o devout
Roman I.".ati1|:||i.|:, sy waiiden] o B~
ily, thie more kuds the better.

Om April &, 1960, Alice gave birth
o their first child, Bznneth David,
bt the pregnancy had beesn com-
plicaied by an abstetnic condition
called placenta previa, and the baby
died about 15 minuies after being
delivered,

“The placentn came first, wnad all
of the sxvgen was cut off” says
Aliee. “His heart was beating, bt
he never took his first breath, In
those days they wouldn't let the
mgher see the haby, but Bobiy did,
and it was one of the hardest things
he ever had to go through, He has
a srrsng memery of [Kenneth], and
Aprll 8 5 still a painful day for ws,
When you go through something
like that it either hums the el
tinnship ar it crentes a unden that sething can break™

Bl was in the Arngy ot the thine, serving his active duty, hop
ing 0 return to Benedictine tn July, but his service was extended
when cold war tensions between the US, and the Soviet Union
escalated, He had to give up has coaching job to continue serving
with his unir, the mrnl'lal-n.'nd'_n.' Third Armored E.-m!krg.' FJ{EjJ‘l‘H!I‘IIZ.
Alice gok pregnant AETI, and 16 -lh:.rﬂ alter thelr aon Chris was
born in October 1961, Bobby was bound for Evreps on & troop
ghip. “1 was hirter because T'd kst my job,” he says, “but | had w
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suck it wp and do what | was expected o do. The Berlin Crisis
hadd just happened, and | thought we were going to war. We spent
1k days on that dldg, and iwas an anxbous tme, bt swe were pre-
pared, and 1 was ready for whatever came. My only seal concern
wiars haviiig to leave my wile and son behind”

Rass nnd his regiment mever saw action, but be kooks back on
his 23 years in the Aroy &8 seme of the most imporant by his
life, They helped prepare him for his job wday, “Coach Ross un-
derstands wht we'n: going through” saye Crehan, the backup
quarterback. “His malitary background adids dha much mose w our
respect for him. He's been there, you know?®

“The war in Irag i real close here)” Ross savs, “1 pet e-matls
wd letters from former Army players who ane now in lrag and

ers leaving Blaik Field afver working owt on their own one day
this summer. Most of them are too young to remember when
Rass was building his reputarion and competing for champd-
anzhips, but in their brief association ke has impressed them
with his encyclopedic foorhall knowledge and his drive to make
the Black Knights winners again, Only two weeks after arriving
on post, Ross knew each player’s name, position and home-
towi. He'd watched enough game tape wo instruct every re-
ruening starter on how to improve his performance. Recruit-
ing coordinaror Tucker Waugh gave Hoss a thick binder
contalning copbes of lermers ke was sending to recruits. Koss
read every leter and clrcled a number of minor mistakes, which
b laver browght up with Waugh.

“I'VE COME FULL CIRCLE, BECAUSE I'M AT A PLACE
WHERE PLAYERS WILL RUN THROUGH A WALL FOR YOU”

Afghanistan, and 711 rend some to
our guys and post others on the
beard fer them to have a look at,
When a guy guestions the impor-
tance af foothall, I'H show him thase
letters from former playvers legit-
imizing foothall in terms of what
thiey e doing now in service to their
COWNLrY.

According to Bob Berema, Army's
associate athletic director for media
relations, approximanchy 200 formaer
Black Knights have served or are
serving in Afghanistan and leag. I
the need for LLA. treops there con-
rinues, some 2eniors on this year's
aquad can expect 10 see petion aboul
a yvear after they graduate. 5o fag,
Bereta says, no former Armey [oot-
ball player has been killed ar serl-
ausly wounded in elther country.
Coaches and plavers wake up every
AP ALLE anidd turn on the news wnd
hiope they don't hear n name they
recognie,

“The nature of this place i, you
have to live day e day” says Joel
Glerrer, & semior offensive @ekbe friomm
Abilens, Texas “You can't look ahend two months, or your head
vl split open. You have o live for now,”

“When | first got into coaching, it seemed players would do
whatever you asked them to doy” says Ross, © *Go ron through
that wall and they'd do it. Then there were vears when you
leanwe better than o nsk them to run thraogh a swall. 1 guess e
come full rircle, because 1 now hind mysel! at a place where play-
ers are willing o run through & wall for you qgn'in.'

Rosss wornds seem hyperbolic until you encounter his play-
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B EPORTS ILLUSTRATED

BASIC TRAIMIMNG To make the Black Knighis
winmers again, Foss is 1eaching them fundamsmals,

“He dis=sn't muiss anything” Wauagh
savs, “Craches hove different opinions
ubinut what's important. Coach Berry
wanted a million different pass mobes,
Well, Conch Boss wants to make surne
thing your hanels are in the nght place
when vou block. This attemtion o e
il is why we'll he better”

Eoss has abandoned Berry's one-
dimensional offense and replaced it
with a more balanced attnck fesiur-
ing a twa-back set that allows the
quarterback the flexibility to ron the
ball. To help gange his team's success
at ball conmal, Ross plans to char sta-
tistics such as time of possession and
threc-and-outs, He also means to
have his linemen knock their oppo-
nents off the foothall, Rosss teams
hiave always been physical,

“We are going w bring the Com-
mander in Chief's Trophy back 1o
Weat Poinn” Ross told the team, stat-
bing one of his priorities for the wp-
combig season. He made the remark
with such convietion thar no one
disubped 1t woukd happen. The trophy,
Lnat woan outnght by Army ln 1996,
goes to the victor of the anmeal service-scademy fomball compe-
tition, Last year it was won by Navy

“H Coach Baoss wld us b jumg aff the top of Kimsey, everyone
on the tenm wauld be in line Aghting 1o do " savs Douglas
Hiormist, a senior tght end From Lofayere, La. “He's built wp sucly
a reputation around bere, they'd be glad to do o®

Theyd be glud to jump from the top of a fous-seary bailding?

Horaist gives o nod, “I'm serious.’ he says, “Coach Ross knows
what it tnkes to win, o0 I'm telling yow, we'd do it ]
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